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Incredible Edible Todmorden



Vegetable tourism



Ruskin park, Lambeth
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Leeds City Council Parks
and Countryside service 
manages around 4000 hectares
of green space across Leeds, 
or 72% of the city

Leeds



Leeds City Council Parks
and Countryside service 
manages 101 allotment sites in 
Leeds, most of which have their 
own active groups or committees



Hollin Lane Allotments

But 

700 people 
on the LCC waiting list



Woodhouse Moor in WWII



Potternewton Park 2012

Community Food Growing in Leeds
Meeting, 14th December 2011
9.30am – 11am
Farnley Hall, Farnley Park, Hall Lane, Farnley, LS12 5HA



Potternewton Park 2012



Potternewton Park 20 09 2012



Feed Leeds is a network of individuals and organisations working 
in partnership to support local food growing (at home, in 
allotments, at schools, in community projects or commercially) for 
its social, economic, environmental and health benefits, and to 
promote healthy, sustainable and affordable food in Leeds.

77 member organisations, monthly meetings, lobbying, connecting



Allerton Grange Fields St Johns City Centre

Civic Hall

Burley Park Orchard



June 2013Wharfedale Park, Otley



Oakwood Clock (REAP)



University Sustainable Garden / Rooted



The Orchard Project + Leeds Urban Harvest



Incredible Edible Aireborough / Friends of Nunroyd Park



Bedford Fields Community Forest Garden 



Woodhouse Moor in WWII





“The Perfect Storm” by 2030

Former Government Chief Scientist 
Sir John Beddington 2009

Paris Accord 2015
Must not exceed 2oC warming 

over pre industrial levels
or, ideally, 1.5oC

IPCC SR15 Sept 2018
Must halve emissions by 2030

to have a chance of achieving 1.5oC

Professor Piers Forster
United Bank of Carbon

Committee on Climate Change

Priestley International Centre For Climate

Climate change + 
Resource depletion + 
Economic chaos



7 billion people on the planet (for now)

We grow enough to feed 10 billion

But we waste 1/3 of what we produce
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7 billion people on the planet (for now)

We grow enough to feed 10 billion

But we waste 1/3 of what we produce
If food waste was a country, it would be the third biggest 
greenhouse gas emitter behind the U.S. and China, at 3.3 billion tonnes of CO2e

Land is under stress from climate change, pollution  

over-development, soil degradation etc.

Need to maximise tree cover to capture CO2



All the water and air on Earth

Howard Perlman, USGS; globe illustration by Jack Cook, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (ｩ); Adam Nieman



Forests 8000 BC

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/aqa_pre_2011/evolution/humansrev4.shtml



Forests 2000 AD

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/aqa_pre_2011/evolution/humansrev4.shtml





2050





Location	of	Fresh	Produce	Tesco	December	2009







Food is also a security issue

Food Prices vs Social Unrest

September 2012: FPI = 216

Slide from Les Firbank TRUG

Food Riots



Leeds food footprint. The food footprint of a city or town is defined as the total amount of land required to meet its basic food
needs. The present Leeds food footprint extends to an area of 371,241 acres. This is an area more than double the total
geographic area of Leeds, which is 136,328 acres. The Leeds food footprint was calculated using a 0.494-ｭ-acre per person
food footprint, which is based on 0.2 hectares per person from Fairlie’s livestock permaculture model. This individua food
footprint (0.494 acres) was then multiplied by the total population of Leeds (751,500) to arrive at a total of 371,241 acres. As
is evident in Figure 7 below, the amount of land required to feed Leeds extends far beyond its boundaries and
into other surrounding communities.)

Figure 7:
Leeds Food Footprint 

(LCC 2013)

Leeds City Council  

University of Leeds

Permaculture UK

(Mendes; Degree Program:

MSc Sustainability 

Environmental 

Consultancy & Project 

Management



We may need to grow food wherever we can!
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